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May 18, 2018 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next meeting:  none  

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress:  

 

Staff continues to provide follow-up information questions and concerns raised by Council at 

Monday’s meeting at Beckwith Park. 

 

DPS Director Chad Tyrakowski reports on the multiple 

situations in-play. First, moving the gazebo does not 

appear to be practical given its deteriorated condition. 

Chad has done a thorough inspection and finds that 

none of the posts are securely bolted to the foundation 

due to the shifting of the soils. This shifting has caused 

significant stress on the roof structure that has become 

warped. Most of the posts have significant rot damage. 

Much of the 

structure would 

need new parts if 

we wanted to 

save the structure.  

 

This model of a 

gazebo is still 

being built and 

can be purchased 

for about $22,000. If Council wants to place the same 

structure in the park in the future, it can be done at a 

reasonable investment. Chad’s report and photos are 

attached. 

 

Based on these findings, plans are being made to 

remove the structure next week. 

 

 

 



 

Second, the park benches will be relocated to S. Front Street. Vickie Phillipson, DDA and 

Chamber Director has recommended the benches be relocated to the following sites: 

 Wounded Minnow: By the tree 

 Baker’s Rhapsody: Either side of the lamppost  

 Who Knew Consignment: Next to the tree 

 Round Oak Revisited: By the lamppost 

 1st Source Bank: By the lamppost & flower pot, similar to the placement of 5/3rd.  

 COA: By the lamppost & flower pot   

 

The relocation will be done next week. 

 

Third, the inventory of the inscribed bricks has been completed. City crews will soon begin 

removal of the bricks and storing them so that they can be relocated to the park at an 

appropriate time. 

 

Fourth, the Public Arts Committee has met and recommends that the Stone Lion be moved to 

a grassy spot in the plaza across the street from the Dowagiac District Library. We are 

working with Selge Construction to move this as quickly as possible. 

 

Fifth, the sidewalk will be removed and the site regraded. Once the gazebo and bricks are 

removed and Beckwith Park will be regarded and seeded. Once turf is established the park 

fencing will be removed. 

 

During the time that crews are working in the park the park will need to be fenced off for the 

safety of all.  

 

Patty Klug 

Today, marks the last day of service to the City of Dowagiac for Patty Klug, as she embarks 

on her journey into retirement. Patty has served as Executive Secretary in the City Manager’s 

office and the Department of Public Safety since 2006.  Everyone who has worked with Patty 

knows that every day she was committed to improving the services to the citizens of 

Dowagiac. We thank her and send her our best wishes for a long and fulfilling retirement. 

 

   Sincerely, 

 

 

   City Manager 


